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 The usual approach when dealing with the Old Testament story of David dancing in his 

skivvies before the Ark of the Covenant calls for the preacher to assume that David was overcome 

with the shear joy of bringing this honored relic to its new home in Jerusalem. Such a treatment 

often focuses upon the ecstasy of sensing God's presence in one's life. It can be an easy "feel good" 

sermon that urges people to let go and dance for joy in the presence of God. There is nothing wrong 

with such a treatment.  People need to hear that there is joy in being God's people.  We could bring 

out the liturgical dancers, join hands in a circle around the sanctuary and end the service with a 

joyful rendition of LORD OF THE DANCE. A few might grumble that our worship service was 

getting out of hand, but most people would go out of here whistling a tune and tapping their feet.  

Such a celebration would be a conventional enthusiastic treatment of the text. In three years when 

this scripture rolls around in the lectionary once again perhaps we will have such a celebration. But, 

not this time. 

 The fly in my exegetical ointment which prevents me from writing an "Everybody dance!" 

type of sermon comes in the form of Michal, daughter of Saul, once estranged but now restored 

wife of David.  The scripture tells us that she looked upon David from her window. She observed 

his dance before the Lord and she despised him in her heart. She despised him in her heart. While 

everyone else was caught up in the thrill of the moment convinced that David had united Judah and 

Israel in covenant with YHWH, Michal stood at her window repulsed by the scene before her. The 

passage begs the question, "Why?" Why was Michal so disgusted by what she saw? What did she 

know that made celebration impossible for her while David danced? 
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 Could it be that Michal hated David so much that she could not stand anything that he did 

even when it was for the good of the newly unified Israel? Hate is implied in the passage. But once 

Michal loved David.  When he was young and full of promise and it was known that David was 

more in tune with YHWH than was Saul scripture tells us that Michal loved David.  Michal loved 

David so much that when it was discovered that her own father plotted to have David killed Michal 

helped David escape by lowering him from a window and placing a manikin in her bed. Now she 

looks on him and despises him. The origin of her hatred is revealed in verse 20 which comes 

immediately following the end of today's reading. When the festivities are over and everyone has 

returned to their homes Michal waits for David.  Before he can walk in the door she comes to him 

and declares, "How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the 

eyes of his servants' maids, as any vulgar fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!" David 

declares that he was dancing in honor of YHWH the true God who by the way just happened to 

make me the king instead of your crazy old father. The commentaries are very hard on Michal.  

They all say that she simply failed to appreciate David's true devotion.  I'm not so sure. Perhaps 

David was maneuvering away from the truth of her statement.  Perhaps David knew that he had 

begun to believe his own press. Perhaps David was trying to deny that he was in fact dancing not to 

honor the Lord but rather to demonstrate to all present that he was truly a someone special. If that is 

true, and it is a possibility, then Michal was right in calling David's two step DIRTY DANCING. 

 DIRTY DANCING in this context has nothing to do with skimpy costumes or erotic 

movements. DIRTY DANCING in this context pretends to celebrate God's presence while actually 

seeking to enhance one's own status.  Michal recognizes David's dance as dirty because she 

recognizes it as a sham. She has lost her love for David because she believes that he has lost his 
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love for the Lord. 

 Brothers and sisters I have come to believe that there is a great deal of DIRTY DANCING 

going on in the name of Christianity in our own day. It is present in the self serving, verse idolizing, 

other condemning, real life ignoring attitude that passes as true religion in much of this land. It 

pretends to honor the God of love while it dances to a tune of judgement and hatred intended to 

secure its own status. It is a dance motivated by our fear that truly touching God is beyond our 

capacity to endure and it seeks to maintain the appearance of righteousness while securing a favored 

social position. 

 One kind of DIRTY DANCING might be called the Holiness High Step.  It is the dance of 

those who believe that they alone know the truth about God.  In this dance no one stops to listen to 

anyone else. The caller of the dance calls the steps loudly and with a sharp eye for anyone who 

dares to miss a step.  Experimentation is not tolerated. Improvisation is strictly forbidden. New calls 

are never allowed. It is always danced to the oldest and most familiar of tunes. 

 Another kind of DIRTY DANCING might be called the Survival Polka. It is the dance of 

frightened institutions. It is a dance in which whole congregations move to new locations to the 

honor and glory of God and incidentally away from the poverty and decay of once prosperous 

locations. It is danced to the tune of fiscal responsibility and economic reality, and it leaves 

countless numbers of the poor, the hungry, the infirm and the troubled sitting on the side for lack of 

a partner. 

 A third kind of DIRTY DANCING might be called the Church Growth Tango.  It is the 

dance of those who believe that our decline in membership is the result of poor packaging of the 

gospel. In this dance people move together to turn church signs perpendicular to the road and 
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provide portal to portal greeting for all who enter the church. This is all done to the glory of God 

but with a clear eye on the statistical report submitted to conference. 

 There are other forms of DIRTY DANCING to be found in the church. It is always DIRTY 

DANCING when we make a great show of something claiming it to be to the honor of God but 

really intending it to make us feel good about ourselves. Worship can be a form of DIRTY 

DANCING if we sing praise to God each Sunday but refuse to make faith the basis of our daily 

lives.  Likewise we can dance all around God's call to feed the hungry, liberate the captive, clothe 

the naked and shelter the homeless, but it is DIRTY DANCING unless we actually feed, liberate, 

clothe or shelter someone. Why do you suppose this past week is so important to the spiritual life of 

this congregation?  In two weeks of our Kid’s Discovery Network program we have helped to 

cleanse our dancing and placed the honor back on God.  We will do it again as our youth travel to 

Baltimore to work with the impoverished deaf community in the Deaf Shalom Zone.  You see the 

real challenge of the Christian life is never: 

 1.Will we be right?  

2. Will we survived?  

3. Will we grow?   

The real challenge of the Christian life is WILL WE BE FAITHFUL AND SERVE IN CHRIST'S 

NAME? 

 David danced before the Ark of the Covenant.  He claimed it was a dance to the honor of 

God.  But Michal knew better.  She knew that he danced because he was scared and to make 

himself look good before the people. She called his dancing what it was: DIRTY DANCING and 

she despised him for it.  Brothers and sisters, let us dance to the glory of God, unafraid of whether 
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we are right, whether we will survive, or whether we will grow. The only thing that matters is 

whether we have enough faith to serve as God's people in a broken world. Everything else is 

DIRTY DANCING. 

THANKS BE TO GOD. 

 

2 Samuel 6:1 - 19 (NRSV)  
1David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.  2David and all the people 
with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is 
called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim.  3They carried the 
ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. 
Uzzah and Ahio,£ the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart  4with the ark of God;£ and 
Ahio£ went in front of the ark.  5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the LORD 
with all their might, with songs£ and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 
6When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God 
and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it.  7The anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; 
and God struck him there because he reached out his hand to the ark;£ and he died there beside 
the ark of God.  8David was angry because the LORD had burst forth with an outburst upon 
Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah,£ to this day.  9David was afraid of the LORD that day; 
he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come into my care?”  10So David was unwilling to take 
the ark of the LORD into his care in the city of David; instead David took it to the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite.  11The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite 
three months; and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and all his household. 12It was told King 
David, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, 
because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of 
Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing;  13and when those who bore the ark of the LORD 
had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling.  14David danced before the LORD with all 
his might; David was girded with a linen ephod.  15So David and all the house of Israel brought 
up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 16As the ark of the 
LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw 
King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 17They 
brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for 
it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the LORD.  18When 
David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the 
people in the name of the LORD of hosts,  19and distributed food among all the people, the whole 
multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat,£ and a cake 
of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 


